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Prepared by D. Boris & C. Rice
SEATOA continues to make final plans for our 2012 Conference – entitled “PROTECTING COMMUNITY NETWORKS: Economic Opportunities for the Future” – which is set for March 12th and 13th at The Chattanoogan Hotel in Chattanooga, TN.   
The Conference’s regular workshop panel sessions will cover the following timely topics:


· Community Broadband Opportunities Tied To Smart Grid
· How To Build & Manage A Public, Educational Or Government Access Channel
· Community Broadband Networks, Cost Savings And Financing Opportunities
· Maximizing Government Communications Through Social Networking And Social Media
· Opportunities For Public Safety Interoperable Networks
· Peg Your Stuff – Just Ask The Experts
Our general sessions will update attendees on the following:

· “Broadband and the (Real) World Around Us” with renown speakers Jim Baller and David Kiel of Corning, Inc.
· “FCC Actions Affecting PEG and Community Broadband Deployments” which will feature a keynote speaker and panel of experts including Joanne Hovis, Gerry Lederer, Linda Muir, and Joyce Dickerson recently-appointed member of the FCC’s Intergovernmental Advisory Committee from Richland County, SC.
· “Protecting Community Networks:  State Updates on Advocating for PEG and Community Broadband” which will include advocacy experts from NATOA, SEATOA, ACT, and our state municipal associations.
SEATOA will also be offering special 30-minute in-depth legal/technical training sessions on the following topics:

· Right-Of-Way Management

· Lighting the P-E-G Set

· Tower & Wireless Facilities Siting
And, of course, the highlight of this 11th Annual Conference will be the free lunch and tour at EPB broadband headquarters and P-E-G operations in Chattanooga.  

SEATOA would love to have fellow NATOANs join us for our conference.  Additional details are available on SEATOA’s website (www.seatoa.org ) via this Link:    Conference  

