TATOA October Report

On October 27-28, 2011, TATOA held its annual conference at the Marriot Courtyard Downtown in Austin, Texas.  The event was a great success.  Our conference consisted of a Policy & Legal Track and a Programming Track (see full agenda below).  In addition, the event included an awards programming luncheon where the best government access programming was lavished with awards in over 100 categories.  The Policy & Legal Track covered the latest deregulation legislation in telecom and cable sectors at the state level, and the increasing regulatory and legislative dangers to local governments coming from the federal government.  TATOA received certification for continuing legal education for attorneys attending the conference from the Stat Bar of Texas for the Policy & Legal presentations.  The Programming Track covered a variety of topics involving the use of new media technologies in assisting programmers reach a wider audience, including an excellent presentation by government affairs representatives for Facebook.   We were honored to have NATOA’s president, Joanne Hovis, address the audience at the luncheon and make a presentation on community networks as part of the Policy & Legal Track.  The conference also attracted eight corporate sponsors (Xigo; Fox Smolen & Associates; Playbox Technology; Rushworks; SnapStream; Swagit; ZVS Media; and Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend, P.C.).  During the conference, we installed new board members.  The board members are:

Immediate Past-President: Margaret Somereve (Farmers Branch)

President: Gabriel Garcia (San Antonio)

Vice-President: Rondella Hawkins (Austin)

Secretary: Cheryl Dunlop (Rockwall)

Treasurer: Jeff McKito (Lubbock)

North Representative: David Kuhn (Garland)

East Representative: Dwight Williams (Houston)

West Representative: LeeAnn Dearman (Midland)

South Representative: Open

Government Programming Representative: Robert Bracken (Missouri City)

On October 12-14, 2011, TATOA attended the Texas Municipal League (TML) annual conference in Houston, Texas as an exhibitor.  This is part of TATOA’s outreach plan to become more visible to other cities throughout Texas.  We plan to continue attending the TML annual conference over the next few years and then evaluate whether this is a good venue for reaching local governments.

The day before the annual conference, the TAOA board held a half day retreat to discuss goals for next year and brainstorm ideas for reaching out to local governments.  Many of the discussions during the retreat focused on developing tools and materials for adding value tour current members, and as a strategy for recruiting new members to the organization.  The Board will be working to implement some of these ideas in the coming year.

